1. PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE, JUNE 13, 2019
Documents:
2019 06 AGENDA PACKET.PDF

AGENDA FOR A REGULAR MEETING OF THE
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF HUDSON
COUNCIL CHAMBERS OF CITY HALL, 505 THIRD STREET
5:00 P.M. THURSDAY, JUNE 13, 2019
1.

Roll Call.

2.

Minutes of The Regular Meeting, May 9, 2019

3.

Parking
a. Discussion and Possible Action on Parking Citation Fines for Fire Hydrants, Yellow Zone,
and Handicapped Spaces.

4.

Discussion and Possible Action on the Sex Offender Ordinance

5.

Discussion and Possible Action to Conduct Brit Fest car show on Walnut Street, Saturday, August
10, 2019, 7:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

6.

Discussion and Possible Action on Hands Free Cell Phone Ordinance.

7.

Discussion and Possible Action on HPD Security Door System.

8.

Discussion and Possible Action on Traffic Safety Concern on Hanley Road at O’Keefe Road.

9.

Discussion and Possible Action on Hudson Dive Team.

10.

Discussion and Possible Action on EMS Equipment.

11.

Discussion and Possible Action on Lakeview EMS Transition.

12.

Discussion and Possible Action on First Responder Program.

13.

Discussion and Possible Action on Gopher to Badger 5K in Lakefront Park, Saturday, August 10,
2019, 5:30 a.m. to noon

14.

Informational Items.

15.

EMS/Fire Department/Police Department Updates.

16.

Other Items for Future Agendas.

17.

Adjournment.

CC: Mayor O’Connor; Devin J. Willi;
Alderperson Alms; Alderson Hall; Alderperson Morrissette
Chief Willems, Chief St. Martin, Josh Olson; Public Works; City Clerk;
Chamber of Commerce; Cable TV; Star Observer; Hudson Patch; Lobbies
Posted in City Hall lobbies and the Public Safety Building, delivered to Star Observer and Committee
members: 06/12/19
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AGENDA FOR A REGULAR MEETING OF THE
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF HUDSON
COUNCIL CHAMBERS OF CITY HALL, 505 THIRD STREET
5:00 P.M. THURSDAY, JUNE 13, 2019
Notice is hereby given that a majority of the City Council may be present at the meeting of the Public
Safety Committee to gather information about a subject over which they have decision-making
responsibility.
This constitutes a meeting of the City Council pursuant to State ex rel. Badke v. Greendale Village Bd.,
173 Wis.2d 553, 494 N. W. 2d 408 (1993), and must be noticed as such, although the Council will not
take any formal action at this meeting.
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CITY OF HUDSON
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE
May 9, 2019
PRESENT: Alderpersons Hall and Morrissette.
EXCUSED: Alderperson Alms.
ALSO PRESENT: Chief Geoff Willems, Chief Scott St. Martin, Joe Bremer, Chris
Cameron, and Melanie Herberg.
A copy of the agenda was posted in City Hall lobbies, delivered to the Hudson StarObserver, and mailed to committee members on May 8, 2019.
Alderperson Morrissette called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers
of City Hall.
MINUTES OF THE MARCH 18, 2019 MEETING: MOTION by Hall, SECOND by
Morrissette to accept the minutes of the March 18, 2019 meeting. MOTION CARRIED.
DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION TO CONDUCT WILLOW WALK ON JUNE
12, 2019 BEGINNING AND ENDING AT WILLOW RIVER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL:
Chris Cameron stated that the kids and staff walk down to Lakefront Park and back. They’ve
made arrangement to have an officer direct traffic on Second Street at Saint Croix Street. Chief
Willems stated that there haven’t been any problems with the event.
MOTION by Hall, SECOND by Morrissette to recommend approval of the Willow Walk
on June 12, 2019 beginning and ending at Willow River Elementary School. MOTION
CARRIED.
DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ON TRAFFIC SPEED CONCERN ON
EAST CANYON DRIVE: Chief Willems stated he’d spoken with Alderperson Alms previously
and they agreed that collecting speed data would be a good first step. The device has been
installed. Joe Bremer stated that a five-year-old child was hit by a car while riding his bike. He
said the child is fine and the driver was doing everything right, but most motorists are speeding
30 MPH or more. He stated there are 22 kids in Loughney Bay cul-de-sac and is looking for
ideas to slow the traffic down. He stated he understood that stop signs weren’t the solution.
Morrissette stated he felt the actions in place were a good starting point. Willems stated that
when he retrieves the data, he can have a patrol in the area during the peak times. Hall stated
that Minneapolis has installed speed bumps that are designed to withstand damage from
snowplows. Bremer stated he’d work with Hall in researching the speed bumps.
DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ON PARKING CITATION FINES FOR
FIRE HYDRANTS, YELLOW ZONES, AND HANDICAPPED SPACES: Willems explained
that Alderperson Deziel brought the issue forward at the Council meeting and that it was up to
the Council to set the fines. Hall inquired how many violations there were in these catagories
and if we had comparables from neighboring communities. Chief St. Martin stated that a fire
hydrant violation is more of a life saving issue. Morrissette asked that data be collected and
presented at the next meeting.
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CITY OF HUDSON
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE
May 9, 2019
DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ON THE SEX OFFENDER ORDINANCE:
Willems stated that Alms wanted to discuss the ordinance, but wasn’t present. Willems stated
that the Planning Department is working on the maps. Morrissette asked that the issue be on the
next agenda when Alms is present.
DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ON THE INSTALLATION OF A STREET
LIGHT ON FILLMORE STREET BETWEEN ELEVENTH STREET AND TWELFTH
STREET: Willems noted the information provided by Mike Mroz on the costs.
MOTION by Hall, SECOND by Morrissette to recommend installing a street light on
Fillmore Street between Eleventh Street and Twelfth Street. MOTION CARRIED.
DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ON A FIRST RESPONDER PROGRAM:
Morrissette asked that the issue be postponed until a final determination was made regarding St.
Croix EMS.
DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ON HUDSON BOOSTER DAYS
CELEBRATION JULY 3 THROUGH 7, 2019: Morrissette stated this is an historical event.
MOTION by Morrissette, SECOND by Hall to recommend approval of the Booster Days
Celebration July 3 through 7, 2019. MOTION CARRIED.
INFORMATION ITEMS: None. Hall asked Willems if the Safe Routes to School
Committee could look at pedestrian safety in the Fillmore Street area.
EMS/FIRE DEPARMENT/POLICE DEPARTMENT UPDATES:
No EMS update.
St. Martin stated they are hopeful to get a contract signed soon and do groundbreaking
near the end of June. They will have drone footage on the HFD website and regular updates of
the construction.
They were busy recently with two fires, a gas leak, and people stuck in an elevator all at
the same time.
Willems stated that the Parking Department car was in and is scheduled for graphics. An
offer was accepted for the Parking Coordinator position.
One new patrol officer will graduate CVTC on May 18.
The Law Enforcement Memorial will be Wednesday, May 15, at 6:00 p.m. at the high
school auditorium.
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CITY OF HUDSON
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE
May 9, 2019
A squad car was totaled in a pursuit a month ago and he’s working on the insurance
settlement.
The 2020 squads will be available in July.
Hall asked if the parking kiosks had arrived. Willems stated they were a week behind.
The kiosks will be installed before meters are removed. Morrissette commended the Public
Relations Team on keeping the community aware of the parking changes.
OTHER ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDAS: None.
ADJOURNMENT: MOTION by Hall, SECOND by Morrissette to adjourn. MOTION
CARRIED.
Meeting adjourned at 5:36 p.m.
Minutes by Melanie Herberg.

Page 3 of 3

CITY OF HUDSON
COUNCIL/COMMITTEE ISSUES
Item #

3

Submitted to: Public Safety Committee
Date:

04/04/2019

Submitted by: Chief Geoff Willems
Regarding:

Fire hydrant parking citations

ISSUE:
When discussing the fine rates for parking, the issue of parking ticket
cost for fire hydrant, yellow zone, and handicapped parking violations came up. This
issue is to discuss with possible action on fine rates for fire hydrant, yellow zone, and
handicapped parking violations.





Legal aspects:
Budget Impact:
Past History:
Other Pertinent Data:

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION:

City

Violation

Woodbury, MN

Fine
Fines double with each subsequent violation
within one year

general parking
Winter violation

$25
$35

hadnicap / fire lane
All others

$50
$20

fines double after 30 days not paid

New Richmond, WI

all violations

$20

after 10 days $40
After 17 days $60
After 24 days $100 with a registration
suspension
- moving to a 30 day pay or fine doubles
system

Rice Lake, WI

all violations

$25

Fines double after 30 days not paid

Stillwater, MN

all violations

$25

River Falls, WI

Handicapped go to Circuit Court

$25 late fee imposed after 10 days, along
with a warning letter,
A second warning letter after 30 days, after
45 days a third
letter advising the payee they are going to
collections

Row Labels
METER EXPIRED OVERPARKED, PARKING METER
SNOWPLOW CITATION SNOWPLOW EVENT 1
PROHIBIT PARKING PROHIBITED BY OFFICIAL SIGNS
YELLOW LINE YELLOW LINE
IMPROPER PARKING IMPROPER PARKING
24 HOUR PARKING 24 HOUR PARKING
4 HOUR ZONE OVERPARKED 4 HOUR ZONE
SNOWPLOW EVENT 2 SNOWPLOW EVENT 2
HANDICAP HANDICAPPED PARKING
BOAT LAUNCH BOAT LAUNCH PARKING VIOLATION
BLOCKING DRIVEWAY BLOCKING DRIVEWAY
2 HOUR ZONE OVERPARKED 2 HOUR ZONE
2ND METER OVERPARKED, PARKING METER X2 X3
FIRE LANE FIRE LANE
METER EXPIRED OVERPARKED PARKING METER
EMPTY TRAILER EMPTY BOAT TRAILER
FIRE HYDRANT PARKED AT FIRE PLUG
EMPTY TRAILER EMPTY BOAT TRAILER PARKING
DOUBLE PARKED DOUBLE PARKED
SNOWPLOW EVENT 3 SNOWPLOW EVENT 3 TAG AND TOW
Grand Total

Count of citation
1894
394
199
100
66
34
23
16
13
12
10
8
7
6
5
4
4
3
1
1
2800

CITY OF HUDSON
COUNCIL/COMMITTEE ISSUES
Item #

4

Submitted to: Public Safety Committee
Date:

04/03/2019

Submitted by: Chief Geoff Willems
Regarding:

Sex Offender Ordinance

ISSUE:
Discussion on Sex Offender Ordinance and possible changes to the map.
Also discuss the Cities new mapping GIS software as an update as to where that is.





Legal aspects:
Budget Impact:
Past History:
Other Pertinent Data:

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION:

CITY OF HUDSON
COUNCIL/COMMITTEE ISSUES
Item #

5

Submitted to: Public Safety Committee
Date:

05-20-2019

Submitted by: CHief Geoff Willems
Regarding:

Brit Fest Car Show

ISSUE:
Robert Anderson would like to have the annual Brit Fest car show on
Walnut Street, August 10, 2019 from 7:00 AM - 2:00 PM. Walnut Street would be closed
for the show with barricades. He has also paid the meeter bag fee for the parking in the
100 block of Walnut Street. This show has taken place for several years and there have
not been any documented problems.





Legal aspects:
Budget Impact:
Past History:
Other Pertinent Data:

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Approve event

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION:

CITY OF HUDSON
EVENT FORM
The Event form needs to be completed and returned to the Public Works Department for
approval and to determine the costs for services for Special Events, Block Parties, Barricade
Requests, Parking Lot use, etc.
Note: Any items placed in the street for the purpose of the special event, or other function,
need to be easily removed for access of emergency vehicles.
EVENT NAME: BRIT FEST CAR SHOW
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF EVENT: CAR SHOW ON WALNUT STREET
CONTACT NAME: ROBERT ANDERSON
PHONE NUMBER: 651-439-6876

EMAIL: ROBTWANDER1@JUNO.COM

EVENT LOCATION: WALNUT STREET - BETWEEN 1ST & 2ND STREET
EVENT DATE(S) & TIME(S): AUGUST 10, 2019

7:00 A.M. - 2:00 P.M. (STREET CLOSURE)

ITEMS PICKED UP & RETURNED BY APPLICANT (NO FEE*)
✔

ITEMS DELIVERED & PICKED UP BY PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT** ($25 FEE)

$ 25

✔

BARRICADES - # 10

(1-4 - $25.00) (5+ - $5 each)

$ 55

TRASH CANS - #

Provided for Lakefront Park only!

CONES - # 8

(1-10 - $25.00) (11+ - $2 each)

$ 25

PARKING LOT CLOSURE

($25)

$

✔

TENT SET UP IN CLOSED PARKING LOT ($100 DEPOSIT)

$

OTHER - please specify item and # needed, additional costs will be determined by the Public
Works Department and added to the total cost for services:
$ 80
✔

$5.00 PER PARKING SPACE @ 16 SPACES $80.00
NO parking signage on sticks to be placed in the cones per Chief Willems by HPD

**If items are being delivered press: CALCULATE

Amount Paid
Authorized Signature:

OFFICE USE ONLY

Date Paid

TOTAL DUE - $ 185

Receipt #
Date:

Comments/Concerns:

*Applicant will be charged an applicable daily fee for each item not returned by following business day or
replacement cost for each item not returned within a week of event date.
Approved 1/26/15

PRINT

CLEAR

CITY OF HUDSON
COUNCIL/COMMITTEE ISSUES
Item #

6

Submitted to: Public Safety Committee
Date:

05-21-2019

Submitted by: Chief Geoff Willems
Regarding:

Cell phone Ordinance

ISSUE:
Thomas Goeltz and his wife would like to present information about the
dangers of using electronic communication devices while driving. The Goeltz family
would like to see the City enact an ordidinance prhobiting the use of electronic
communication devices while driving in the City of Hudson. I have attached an ordiance
from the City of Marshfield, as well as the City of Wausau, who have had similar
ordinances for several years. I have also been in contact with the City attorney and the
District Attorney. I am waiting to hear back from the City attorney, but the District
Attorney is in support of such ordinance.





Legal aspects:
Budget Impact:
Past History:
Other Pertinent Data:

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION:

Sec. 8-48. Use of Mobile Telephones Restricted
(1) Prohibition. No person shall operate a motor vehicle on any street or highway while using a
hand-held mobile telephone or mobile electronic device.
(2) Definitions. The following definitions shall apply in the interpretation and enforcement of
this section:
(a) “Authorized emergency vehicle” shall have the same meaning as in Wis. Stat. §
340.01(3).
(b) “Mobile electronic device” means any hand-held or other portable electronic equipment
capable of providing data communication between two or more persons, including a text
messaging device, a paging device, a personal digital assistant, a laptop computer,
equipment capable of playing a video game or a digital video disk, equipment which
provides navigation assistance to the operator of a motor vehicle which is not installed or
integrated into the electrical system of a motor vehicle, or equipment on which digital
photographs are taken or transmitted, or similar device or any combination thereof.
(c) “Mobile telephone” includes a cellular, analog, wireless or digital telephone capable of
sending or receiving telephone communications without an access line for service.
(d) “Operate” shall have the same meaning as in Wis. Stat. § 343.05(1)(c).
(e) “Using” shall mean to dial, answer, talk, listen, send or read a text message, or otherwise
manipulate the controls of a mobile telephone or other mobile electronic device.
(3) Presumption. The operator of a motor vehicle who holds a hand-held mobile telephone to, or
in the immediate proximity of his or her ear, is presumed to be using such telephone within
the meaning of this section. The operator of a motor vehicle who holds a mobile electronic
device in at least one hand is presumed to be using such mobile electronic device within the
meaning of this section. The presumption established under this subsection may be rebutted
upon the presentation of evidence that is clear, satisfactory and convincing to a reasonable
certainty.

(4) Exemptions. This section does not apply to any of the following:
(a) The operator of an authorized emergency vehicle or a member of the armed forces of the
United States while operating a military vehicle and while in the performance of his or
her official duties and within the scope of his or her employment.
(b) The use of a mobile telephone or mobile electronic device for the sole purpose of
communicating with public safety personnel or duly licensed medical personnel
regarding an emergency situation.
(c) The use of a voice-operated or hands-free device if the operator of the motor vehicle does
not use his or her hand to operate the device, except to activate or deactivate a feature or
function of the device.
(d) An operator of a motor vehicle while maintaining the motor vehicle in the park position
where the motor vehicle has an automatic transmission, or in the neutral position with the
emergency brake applied where the motor vehicle has a standard transmission, either on
public or private property.
(e) An amateur radio operator who holds a valid amateur radio operator’s license issued by
the federal communications commission when he or she is using dedicated amateur radio
2-way radio communication equipment and observing proper amateur radio operating
procedures.
(f) Any audio equipment or equipment installed or integrated into the electrical system of a
motor vehicle for the purpose of providing navigation assistance to the operator of the
motor vehicle or video entertainment to the passengers in the rear seats of the motor
vehicle.
(5) Penalty. Any person who violates this section shall be subject to a forfeiture of Seventy Five
Dollars ($75.00).
ORD 1372 1/23/18

Reduction in Fatalities per 100 MVMT
Observations from this data:
•	12 of the 15 states experienced a decrease in fatalities within two years after
their hands-free law passed, while two other states (New Hampshire and
Oregon) did not have sufficient data; and
•	Six of these states saw a greater than 20% decrease in fatalities.
As noted below, traffic fatalities have noticeably been reduced in the years
after passage and enforcement of hands-free laws.

Reduction in Fatalities per 100 MVMT

State
California
Connecticut
Delaware
D.C.
Hawaii
Illinois
Maryland
Nevada
New Hampshire
New Jersey
New Mexico
New York
Oregon
Vermont
Washington
West Virginia

Approximate
year of law's
passage

Fatality increase/(decrease) %:
From year before
passage to 2 years
Total since
after
before law

2008
2005
2010
2004
2013
2014
2010
2011
2015
2007
2014
2001
2017
2014
2007
2013

Average

-31.1%
-1.1%
-3.1%
-45.5%
-26.6%
4.4%
-13.1%
-6.9%
n/a
-21.6%
-12.1%
-1.8%
n/a
-19.6%
-22.3%
-23.3%

-22.1%
-9.7%
-0.8%
-65.2%
-26.6%
4.4%
-10.1%
-0.9%
n/a
-26.5%
-12.1%
-22.1%
n/a
-19.6%
-15.2%
-23.3%

-16.0%

-17.8%

Discussion of
State’s HandsFree Laws
To determine the
effectiveness of
hands-free law, the
Georgia House of
Representatives House
Study Committee on
Distracted Driving
reviewed NHTSA
(National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration)
data of fatalities per
100 million Vehicle Miles
Traveled (“VMT”).
As of September 2017,
a total of 15 states
and D.C. have handsfree laws governing
mobile phone use while
driving. Of note, New
Mexico does not have
a statewide ban, but
rather a local option by
Jurisdiction law against
handheld cell phone use.

Highlighted results indicate a more than 20% statistical decrease in fatalities over the period.

The chart to the left
shows the fatality
percentage increase/
decrease for the 15
states and D.C. that
have hands-free Laws.

Source: NHTSA

rvations from this data:
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State of Minnesota

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
NINETY-FIRST SESSION
01/14/2019
03/11/2019
03/18/2019
03/25/2019
04/09/2019
04/12/2019

1.5

50

Authored by Hornstein, Bennett, Stephenson, Cantrell, Lee and others
The bill was read for the first time and referred to the Committee on Ways and Means
Adoption of Report: Placed on the General Register as Amended
Read for the Second Time
Calendar for the Day
Read for the Third Time
Passed by the House and transmitted to the Senate
Returned to the House as Amended by the Senate
Refused to concur and a Conference Committee was appointed
Read Third Time as Amended by Conference and repassed by the House
Read Third Time as Amended by Conference and repassed by the Senate
Presented to Governor
Governor Approval

A bill for an act

1.1
1.2
1.3
1.4

H. F. No.

relating to transportation; prohibiting use of cell phones while driving under
specified circumstances; amending Minnesota Statutes 2018, sections 169.011,
subdivision 94; 169.475.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA:

1.6

Section 1. Minnesota Statutes 2018, section 169.011, subdivision 94, is amended to read:

1.7

Subd. 94. Wireless communications device. (a) "Wireless communications device"

1.8

means (1) a cellular phone, or (2) a portable electronic device that is capable of receiving

1.9

and transmitting data, including but not limited to text messages and e-mail, without an

1.10

access line for service.

1.11

(b) A wireless communications device does not include: (1) a device or feature that is

1.12

permanently affixed to physically integrated into the vehicle, or; (2) a global positioning

1.13

system or navigation system when the system is used exclusively that is only capable of

1.14

being used for navigation purposes; or (3) a two-way radio, citizens band radio, or amateur

1.15

radio equipment used in accordance with Federal Communications Commission rules and

1.16

regulations.

1.17

Sec. 2. Minnesota Statutes 2018, section 169.475, is amended to read:

1.18

169.475 USE OF WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS DEVICE.

1.19

Subdivision 1. Definition Definitions. (a) For purposes of this section, the following

1.20
1.21
1.22

Sec. 2.

terms have the meanings given.
(b) "Electronic message" means a self-contained piece of digital communication that is
designed or intended to be transmitted between physical devices. An electronic message
1
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2.1

includes, but is not limited to,: e-mail,; a text message,; an instant message,; a command or

2.2

request to access a World Wide web page, or; a voice-mail message; a transmitted image;

2.3

transmitted video content, including through video calling; transmitted gaming data; and

2.4

other data that uses transmitted using a commonly recognized electronic communications

2.5

protocol. An electronic message does not include: voice or other audio data transmitted as

2.6

a result of making a phone call,; data transmitted between a motor vehicle and a wireless

2.7

communications device located in the vehicle; data transmitted by a two-way radio, citizens

2.8

band radio, or amateur radio used in accordance with Federal Communications Commission

2.9

rules and regulations; or data transmitted automatically by a wireless communications device

2.10

without direct initiation by a person.

2.11

(c) "Voice-activated or hands-free mode" means an attachment, accessory, wirelessly

2.12

paired or tethered capability, application, wireless connection, or built-in feature of a wireless

2.13

communications device or a motor vehicle that allows the person to use verbal or single

2.14

touch commands to:

2.15

(1) activate or deactivate the device; and

2.16

(2) activate or deactivate a function or software application of the device.

2.17

Voice-activated or hands-free mode does not include typing or scrolling on a device.

2.18

(d) For purposes of this section, a motor vehicle is not in motion or a part of traffic if

2.19

the vehicle is lawfully stopped, is in a location that is not designed or ordinarily used for

2.20

vehicular travel, and is not obstructing traffic.

2.21

Subd. 2. Prohibition on use; penalty. (a) No Except as provided in subdivision 3, when

2.22

a motor vehicle is in motion or a part of traffic, the person may operate a motor operating

2.23

the vehicle while upon a street or highway is prohibited from using a wireless

2.24

communications device to compose, read, or send:

2.25
2.26
2.27
2.28
2.29
2.30
2.31

(1) initiate, compose, send, retrieve, or read an electronic message, when the vehicle is
in motion or a part of traffic;
(2) engage in a cellular phone call, including initiating a call, talking or listening, and
participating in video calling; and
(3) access the following types of content stored on the device: video content, audio
content, images, games, or software applications.
(b) A person who violates paragraph (a) a second or subsequent time must pay a fine of

2.32

$225, plus the amount specified in the uniform fine schedule established by the Judicial

2.33

Council $275.
Sec. 2.

2
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Subd. 3. Exceptions. This section does (a) The prohibitions in subdivision 2 do not
apply if a person uses a wireless communications device is used:
(1) solely in a voice-activated or other hands-free mode to initiate or participate in a
cellular phone call or to initiate, compose, send, or listen to an electronic message;
(2) for making a cellular phone call to view or operate a global positioning system or

3.6

navigation system in a manner that does not require the driver to type while the vehicle is

3.7

in motion or a part of traffic, provided that the person does not hold the device with one or

3.8

both hands;

3.9

(3) to listen to audio-based content in a manner that does not require the driver to scroll

3.10

or type while the vehicle is in motion or a part of traffic, provided that the person does not

3.11

hold the device with one or both hands;

3.12
3.13

(3) for obtaining (4) to obtain emergency assistance to (i) report a traffic accident, medical
emergency, or serious traffic hazard, or (ii) prevent a crime about to be committed;

3.14

(4) (5) in the reasonable belief that a person's life or safety is in immediate danger; or

3.15

(5) (6) in an authorized emergency vehicle while in the performance of official duties.

3.16

(b) The exception in paragraph (a), clause (1), does not apply to accessing nonnavigation

3.17

video content, engaging in video calling, engaging in live-streaming, accessing gaming

3.18

data, or reading electronic messages.

3.19
3.20

Sec. 3. EFFECTIVE DATE.
This act is effective August 1, 2019, and applies to acts committed on or after that date.

Sec. 3.

3

HANDS-FREE MINNESOTA
What can I do under the new law?

The new law allows a driver to use their cell phone to make calls, text, listen to music or podcasts
and get directions, but only by voice commands or single-touch activation without holding the phone.
Remember, hands-free is not necessarily distraction-free.

What can’t I do with my phone under the new law?

You may not hold your phone in your hand. Also, a driver may not use their phone at any time for video
calling, video live-streaming, Snapchat, gaming, looking at video or photos stored on the phone, using
non-navigation apps, reading texts and scrolling or typing on the phone.

Can I ever hold my phone?

Yes. Hand-held phone use is allowed to obtain emergency assistance, if there is an immediate threat
to life and safety, or when in an authorized emergency vehicle while performing official duties.

Can I use a GPS navigation device?

Yes. GPS and other systems that can only be used for navigation are exempt from the Hands-Free law. Incar screens and systems are also exempt. In both cases, most of these systems lock when the vehicle is
moving.

Is it against the new law to hold a phone in a hijab or other type of
headscarf or wrap?

Having a cell phone tucked into a headscarf or head wrap is not against the hands-free cell phone law.
The phone must be securely situated to remain hands-free and must not block the driver’s vision in any
way.
What would be against the new law is if the driver removed the phone and held it in their hand while
they were a part of traffic.
At no time may a driver hold the phone in their hand unless it’s to obtain emergency assistance, if there
is an immediate threat to life and safety, or when in an authorized emergency vehicle while performing
official duties.
The new law does allow a driver to use their cell phone to make calls, text, listen to music or podcasts
and get directions, but only by voice commands or single-touch activation without holding the phone.

Couldn’t I get distracted by my in-car screen or other distractions
like eating, grooming, pets, passengers or reading a book? Why aren’t
they covered?
Yes, there are many possible distractions when driving, but cell phone use presents a unique and
complex challenge and is addressed by the hands-free law. A driver is still expected to avoid other
distractions and drive with due care under other Minnesota traffic laws.

Are there penalties?

Yes. The first ticket is $50 plus court fees and the second and later tickets are $275 plus court fees.

Will this make the roads safer?

Yes, in two ways. In 12 of 15 states with hands-free laws, traffic fatalities have decreased by an average
of 15 percent [Source: National Safety Council and Insurance Federation based on National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration data].
This law will also help law enforcement keep Minnesotans safe. Because drivers aren’t allowed to have
a phone in their hand, it’ll be easier for law enforcement to see violations and take more effective action.
Through public awareness and education, the goal is for Minnesotans to comply with the new law
without enforcement action.

How to go hands-free (from cheapest to most expensive…)

1) Don’t use your phone when you drive. Put your phone in the glove compartment or trunk or
backseat or turn on a do-not-disturb app and enjoy the drive. It’s free, and you will be surprised
at how many new sights you will see on your drive. A number of large, successful companies have
adopted no-phone-use policies for their employees while driving on company time, and after getting
used to it, employees report being happier and at least as productive as when they used their
phones.
2) Use a single earphone that has the microphone, and you are hands-free. Remember, using
earphones in both ears at the same time is illegal in Minnesota.
3) Pair your phone to your current car or truck. If your existing vehicle and phone can talk to each other,
pair up and go hands-free.
4) Buy an auxiliary cable and connect your phone’s earphone jack to your car’s AUX jack. You can
operate your phone by voice or single touch and listen through your car’s audio system. Auxiliary
cables can be purchased for less than $5.
5) If your car is older and doesn’t have an AUX jack but has a cassette player, you can buy an adapter
that fits into the cassette player and allows you to connect your phone through the earphone jack.
The cassette adapters cost about $30.
6) Buy a holder to clip your phone to the dash. You can use it in a voice-activated or single-touch mode.
Clips can be simple and cheap or complicated. Make sure you get one that holds your phone
securely. Prices range from less than $5 to $50.
7) Buy a Bluetooth speaker or earphone to pair with your phone. There are many after-market choices
for both, all of which let you go hands-free. Prices are generally in the $10 to $50 range.

CITY OF HUDSON
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7

Submitted to: Public Safety Committee
Date:

05/24/2019

Submitted by: Chief Geoff Willems
Regarding:

PD security door system

ISSUE:
The current system that controls the doors to the Police Department is
antiquated and unsuported. The doors will randomly lock during business hours and
when the office is closed, the doors will randomly be unlocked, even though tey were
scheduled to be locked. This causes confusion for people and a security risk to the
department. IT and I have been working toward a soloution, but we do not get reliable
response from the current vendor and as such, it took approximately 6 months to get
additional magnetic key cards because of the lack of support and poor customer service.
We are not in a contract with the current vendor and I believe this is a security
emergency. I am requesting an emergency purchase to upgrade the current door system
to an updated and supported system / company. I have attached two quotes for review
and CWS currently provides the service to the new water / utility building. The police
department needs to be a secure facility as well as our evidence rooms are secured by this
technology. It is not acceptable for the Police Department to have a system that puts
evidence chain of custody in question or limits the security of the police department.





Legal aspects:
Budget Impact:
Past History:
Other Pertinent Data:

see quotes

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Approve vendor change and upgraded system of
existing doors at the police department.

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION:

CITY OF HUDSON
COUNCIL/COMMITTEE ISSUES
Item #

8

Submitted to: Public Safety Committee
Date:

06/06/2019

Submitted by: Chief Geoff Willems
Regarding:

Traffic concern at Hanley Rd and O'Keefe Rd

ISSUE:
I received a call from Heather Brumler. who is concerned about the
intersection of Hanley Road and O'Keefe Road. Currently there is a stop sign that
controls east and westbound traffic at the intersection but there is no control for north and
southbound. Heather is concerned because of the volume of traffic at that intersection,
making it difficult to cross safely and feels it is hard to see, especially when westbound at
the intersection do to trees in the area.





Legal aspects:
Budget Impact:
Past History:
Other Pertinent Data:

traffic crash data attached as well as a map

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION:

Accidents on O'Keefe Road at Hanley Road - 2014 to present
Case_Number
Accident_date
HANLEY RD
O'KEEFE RD
HU2016000586
2/2/2016 2:08:00PM

# Units

2

Principle_Road

Distanc

HANLEY RD

FeetM Directio Intersection

Collision First_
_Type
Harmf

O'KEEFE RD

05

Road
Condit

Most_
Harmfu

Traffic_Con
Action trol_Device

06

01

01

03

01

O'KEEFE RD

101

101

03

O'KEEFE RD

101

102

01

01

04

O'KEEFE RD

112

101

02

10

01

1
1
HANLEY RD (1)
O'KEEFE RD
HU2018001981
4/9/2018 1:11:00PM
HU2018007066
11/9/2018 1:09:00PM
HU2018008059
12/30/2018 3:13:00PM

2

HANLEY RD (1)

2

HANLEY RD (1)

1

HANLEY RD (1)

155 F

328 F

3
3

Driver_Actio

Accidents on O'Keefe Road at Hanley Road - 2014 to present
Case_Number
# Units
Accident_date
O'KEEFE RD
HANLEY RD
HU2015003313
3
6/24/2015 1:49:00PM
HU2015004301
2
8/5/2015 1:25:00PM
HU2015006669
2
11/30/2015 9:04:00AM
2
HU2016004720
8/8/2016 12:18:00AM
HU2017003415
2
6/10/2017 7:35:00PM
HU2017007528
2
12/5/2017 5:40:00PM
HU2019003206
2
6/5/2019 7:50:00PM

Principle_Road

Distanc

FeetM Directio Intersection

Collision First_
_Type
Harmf

Road
Condit

Most_
Harmfu

Traffic_Con
Action trol_Device

O'KEEFE RD

HANLEY RD

07

01

01

03

O'KEEFE RD

HANLEY RD

05

01

01

30

10

01

O'KEEFE RD

HANLEY RD

05

01

03

36

01

01

O'KEEFE RD

HANLEY RD

01

36

01

03

O'KEEFE RD

HANLEY RD

05

01

01

01

01

01

O'KEEFE RD

HANLEY RD

101

105

03

O'KEEFE RD

HANLEY RD

101

101

02

10

01

7
HANLEY RD (1)
HU2017007634
12/11/2017 7:11:00AM
HU2018000104
1/6/2018 10:41:00AM
HU2018000322
1/17/2018 9:07:00AM
HU2018000466
1/23/2018 6:30:00PM
HU2018002688
5/12/2018 1:50:00PM
HU2018004757
8/3/2018 12:18:00PM
HU2018006274
10/4/2018 10:10:00AM
HU2019001695
3/26/2019 1:20:00PM

2

O'KEEFE RD

HANLEY RD (1)

101

103

03

2

O'KEEFE RD

HANLEY RD (1)

101

101

01

06

01

2

O'KEEFE RD

HANLEY RD (1)

101

102

01

01

02

2

O'KEEFE RD

HANLEY RD (1)

101

103,104
01

01

08

2

O'KEEFE RD

HANLEY RD (1)

101

101

01

03

01

2

O'KEEFE RD

HANLEY RD (1)

101

101

01

01

01

2

O'KEEFE RD

HANLEY RD (1)

101

101

26

01

01

2

O'KEEFE RD

HANLEY RD (1)

101

101

01

01

11

8
15

Driver_Actio

ACCIDENT CODES KEY
Collision_Type:
01-No Collision with Motor Vehicle in Transport
02-Rear-End
03-Head-On
04-Rear to Rear
05-Angle
06-Sideswipe, Same Direction
07-Sideswipe, Opposite Direction
08-Unknown
First_Harmful_Event / Most_Harmful_Event:
01-Motor Vehicle in Transport
02-Parked Motor Vehicle
03-Deer
04-Pedalcycle
05-Pedestrian
06-Railway Train
07-Other Animal
08-Motor Vehicle in Transport In Other Roadway
09-Other Object (Not Fixed)
10-Traffic Sign Post
11-Traffic Signal
12-Utility Pole
13-Lum. Light Support
14-Other Post
15-Tree
16-Mailbox
17-Guardrail Face
18-Guardrail End
19-Median Barrier
20-Bridge Parapet End
21-Bridge/Pier/ Abut.
22-Impact Attenuator
23-Overhead Sign Post
24-Bridge Rail
25-Culvert
26-Ditch
27-Curb
28-Embankment
29-Fence
30-Other Fixed Object
31-Unknown
32-Overturn
33-Fire/Explosion
34-Immersion
35-Jackknife
36-Other Non-Collision

Road_Condition:
01-Dry
02-Wet
03-Snow/Slush
04-Ice
05-Sand, Mud, Dirt, Oil
06-Other
07-Unknown
Action:
01-Going Straight
02-Making Left Turn
03-Making Right Turn
04-Slowing or Stopping
05-Stopping in Traffic
06-Legally Parked
07-Violating No Passing Zone
08-Illegally Parked
09-Parking Maneuver
10-Backing Maneuver
11-Changing Lanes
12-Overtaking on Left
13-Overtaking on Right
14-Making U Turn
15-Turning on Red
16-Merging
17-Negotation Curve
18-Other
Traffic_Control_Devices:
01-No Control
02-Traffic Signal Operating
03-Traffic Signal Flashing
04-Stop Sign
05-Stop Sign with Flasher
06-Warning
07-Warn Sign with Flasher
08-Yield Sign
09-Traffic Control Person
10-RR-xing Signal
11-Other

CITY OF HUDSON
COUNCIL/COMMITTEE ISSUES
Item #

9

Submitted to: Public Safety Committee
Date:

06/07/2019

Submitted by: Chief Geoff Willems
Regarding:

Hudson dive Team

ISSUE:
With SCEMS transitioning out and since the dive team was a part of
SCEMS, we will need to figure out if we want to have our own dive team and in what
scope the dive team will operate? Will it be a recovery team or a rescue team and what
department will the team fall under and who will manage the team.





Legal aspects:
Budget Impact:
Past History:
Other Pertinent Data:

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION:

CITY OF HUDSON
COUNCIL/COMMITTEE ISSUES
Item #

10

Submitted to: Public Safety Committee
Date:

06/11/19

Submitted by: Chief Geoff Willems
Regarding:

EMS equipment

ISSUE:
Discussion and possible action regarding EMS equipment that is not
wanted by Lakeview for their uses.





Legal aspects:
Budget Impact:
Past History:
Other Pertinent Data:

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION:

CITY OF HUDSON
COUNCIL/COMMITTEE ISSUES
Item #

11

Submitted to: Public Safety Committee
Date:

06/11/2019

Submitted by: Chief Geoff Willems
Regarding:

Lakeview EMS transition

ISSUE:
Discussion and possible action on the transition from St. Croix EMS to
Lakeview EMS.





Legal aspects:
Budget Impact:
Past History:
Other Pertinent Data:

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION:

CITY OF HUDSON
COUNCIL/COMMITTEE ISSUES
Item #

12

Submitted to: Public Safety Committee
Date:

06/11/19

Submitted by: Chief Geoff Willems
Regarding:

First Responder Potential

ISSUE:
Discussion and Possible action on the Potential / need / future need of a
first responder program within the City of Hudson





Legal aspects:
Budget Impact:
Past History:
Other Pertinent Data:

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION:

CITY OF HUDSON
COUNCIL/COMMITTEE ISSUES
Item #

13

Submitted to: Public Safety Committee
Date:

05-22-2019

Submitted by: Chief Geoff Willems
Regarding:

Gopher to Badger 5k

ISSUE:
Run Stillwater would like to hold the Gopher to Badger 5K - 10K in
Lakefront Park on August 10, 2019 from 5:30 AM - noon. A representative for the event
is here to answer any questions. Application for event and map are attached.





Legal aspects:
Budget Impact:
Past History:
Other Pertinent Data:

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION:

